
2009-2010 SOFTBALL CANADA RULE CHANGES 

 

 

French Rule Book Only 

Rule 1-34b  

When the rule was translated in French the ruling was wrong. It stated a ball that goes over a base was a 

foul ball when in fact it should be a fair ball. New ruling is now correct in French section of the book. 

Below is the new wording. 

Rebondit à l’extérieur du premier ou du 3 ième but en territoire des fausse balles ou au-dessus 
de ce territoire. 

 

1. Rule 3-1g5 
 

If not made of one-piece construction with the barrel end closed, shall have a rubber or 
vinyl plastic or other material insert approved by Softball Canada, firmly secured at the large 
end of the bat. 
 

a) The insert of the end cap shall be firmly and permanently sealed so it cannot be removed 
by anyone other than the manufacturer without damaging or destroying the end cap or 
barrel. 

b) The bat barrel shall be free of audible rattles when shaken.  
c) The bat barrel shall not have signs of excessive wear. 
 

Rational 
Bat tampering is becoming a problem in all levels of play. Manufacturers are coming out 

with bats that will be damaged if someone tries to take an end cap off to alter the bat with 

a honing device. Composite bats become livelier with age so if a bat shows excessive wear it 

is now removed. The bat that rattles is no longer eligible to be used.  

Note:  new clarification for 2009-2010.  A bat with a dent is removed from play regardless if 

the bat ring can go over the bat. The bat is being removed based on the new ruling C) a bat 

shall not have signs of excessive wear. 

If a batter hits the ball and it is discovered the bat is dented remove the bat and there is no 

penalty. You assume the dent occurred on the batted ball.  

 



2. Rule 3-3 f 1 and 2 (Ball size) 
1) The completed 12 inch ball shall be between 30.20 cm (11 ⅞ in.) and 30.80 cm (12 ⅛ in.) 

in circumference, and shall weigh between 178.00 g (6 ¼ oz.) and 198.45 g (7 oz.). The 
flat seam style shall have not less than 88 stitches in each cover, sewn by the two-
needle method. 

2) The completed 11 in. ball shall be between 27.60 cm (10 ⅞ in.) and 28.30 cm (11 ⅛ in.) in 
circumference and shall weigh between 166.50 g (5 ⅞ oz.) and 173.64 g (6 ⅛ oz). The flat 
seam style shall have not less than 80 stitches in each cover, sewn by the two-needle 

method. 
 
RATIONAL 

Manufacturers were having trouble reaching the previous minimum ball size. We have adopted 

the ISF standard ball size that gives the Manufactures more tolerance on the minimum size. 

 

3. Rule 3-4 a 

SLO PITCH Only-Any player may wear a glove but only the catcher, pitcher or first baseman may 

wear a mitt/trapper. 

RATIONAL 

Slo-pitch feels the pitcher is in a dangerous position due to livelier bats and balls. The trapper being 

larger may provide more protection from line shots up the middle. The rule book previously referred 

to trappers as mitts. Trapper is a standard phrase for mitts so we have added both words in the 

book.  

 

4. Rule 5-9 Effect-Sec. 9a 

1. A second charged conference shall result in the ejection of the manager/coach who is 
part of the second charged conference. 

2. If two coaches confer, it is the coach who initiated the second charged conference 
who is ejected. 
 

RATIONAL 

Previous wording stated the coach who insisted on a second conference was ejected. Many 

times it is a player in the field who calls “Time” and confers with a coach. This new change 

clarifies it is the coach not the player who is ejected for the second charged conference.  Part 2 

clarifies that the coach who initiated a coach to coach conference is ejected for the excessive 

conference.  

The intent of Excessive offensive conferences is to speed up the game so it does not matter 

which player called “TIME”.  It is considered a conference and if it is a second conference the 



penalties take effect. The only exception would be if the team makes a substitution or time is 

called due to an injury. 

 

5. Rule 7-Sec. 1 THE ON-DECK BATTER 

a. Is the offensive player whose name follows the name of the batter in the batting order. 

b. Shall take a position within the lines of either of the on deck circles. 
 

Rational:  

The rule was brought in because of safety concerns. On-deck batters who were facing the batter 

were vulnerable to sharp foul balls on batters who swing late. The new rule gives the on-deck batter 

the option to use either circle. Umpires will need to be diligent in keeping the deck batter from 

trying to bait opponents when they use the on deck circle near the opposition’s bench. 

A team is only allowed one player outside the team area to swing bats. The player must be in the 

on-deck circle of either side. 

6. Rule 8-2f Effect ςSec 2f 

The batter runner is out when:  

f. He steps back toward home plate to avoid or delay a tag by a fielder. 

EFFECT – Sec. 2 f the batter-runner is out and all other runners return to the last base held at the 
time of the pitch. 
 

RATIONAL 

The Rule Book separates the Effect of a batter runner stepping back to avoid a tag from other Effects 
that are penalized from the time of the infraction. Runners return to the last base touched at the 
time of the pitch when a batter runner steps back between home and first to avoid or delay a tag by 
the fielder. 
 

 

7. Rule 8-2 EFFECT ς Sec. 2 g-j  
The ball is dead and all other runners return to the last base touched at the time of the infraction. 
 

RATIONAL 

All other situations of interference in this section are penalized at the time of the infraction. It 

should be noted in some of the situations a run may have to score if the runner crossed the plate 

before an interference call.  

8. Rule 8-7 2 Slo-pitch 

NOTE: Sec. 7 f: 2) a fair batted ball that goes directly off a fielder and over the homerun fence, is 

considered a four base award and does not count as a home run toward the home run limit. 



RATIONAL 

This is the rule used in Canadian Championships and has been added to the Rule Book for 

clarification for Leagues using Homerun Limits in Slo-pitch. 

9. EFFECT ς Sec. 9a-e: The ball remains in play. 

EXCEPTION: 
1. When the runner passes a preceding runner during a dead ball play, the ball will remain 

dead. 
2. If a batted ball becomes a dead ball foul ball the runner is not out for passing. 

 

NOTE: (EXCEPTION 2) When the runner passes the preceding runner the umpire will point at 
ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǊǳƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ άǇŀǎǎƛƴƎέΦ  bƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǊ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ status of the ball 
is determined. If the ball becomes a dead ball foul ball, no call is made. LŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƛǎ 
determined to be alive, then the out call is made and signalled. 
 
RATIONAL 

The Rule interpretation previously gave an out for passing a runner on any foul ball. We felt this 

was not the intent of the rule so have stated if the foul ball is a dead foul ball the runner is not 

out for passing a runner.  

The note includes a mechanic for the umpire. It is important the player is aware he has passed 

the runner. By verbalizing with the word “Passing!” it tips both the defence and offence that a 

violation has occurred. If the ball is foul and falls dead to the ground no out is called. If the foul 

ball is caught, the ball is alive so the runner who passed is out. 

Note that this rule is only for a dead foul ball and does not include a dead ball home run. If a 

runner passes a runner on a homerun out of the park, the runner is out and the ball remains 

dead as stated in exception #1 

 

 

      

        

  

  

 

 

 


